The Glory of God: Holiness – Leviticus 19:1-2; 1 Peter 1:15-16
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Driving thought: God’s holiness is God’s glory on full display.
What is God’s glory?
• “‘Glory’ generally represents…the root idea of ‘heaviness’ and so of ‘weight’ or
‘worthiness’. It is used of men to describe their wealth, splendor or reputation” (The New
Bible Dictionary).
• “The most important Hebrew word for glory, kabod, means ‘weight’ or ‘importance.’

Thus, to have glory is to be weighty or important to oneself or others” (Harper’s Bible
Dictionary).
What is holiness? = otherness; an entirely different class.
• “Pertaining to being unique and pure in the sense of superior moral qualities and
possessing certain essential divine qualities in contrast with what is human” (Harper’s
Bible Dictionary).

• “Holiness is always derived and dependent upon proximity or relationship to the holy

God” (New Bible Dictionary).

How God’s holiness shows His glory:
• God’s message to Israel: “You shall be holy,” Lev. 19:2
Why? “for I the LORD your God am holy.” Lev. 19:2
cleanliness
cleanliness
cleanliness
cleanliness
• God’s desire for the church: “but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all
your conduct,16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:15-16
- All of the Old Testament requirements were fulfilled by Jesus – Matthew 5:17
- Without
no one will see God – Hebrews 12:14
- God, not human
, is the source of holiness – 1 Peter 1:14-19
- Upon entering into a
with God our lives should reflect God’s holiness.
Why? Because we desire to show the world the greatness of God.
How? Repent. Daily present your body to God as a living sacrifice – Romans 12:1-2
Key: Dietary/Ritual/Moral/Doctrinal/holiness/effort/relationship
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